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July 1, 2009 
 
 
Dear Colleagues: 
 
 
We are very excited to present, ¢ƘŜ άOMICSέ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ ς From Bench to Bedside, the theme 
of the 35th CLAS Annual Meeting, to be held at the Sheraton Boston Hotel in beautiful 
Boston, Massachusetts, from September 9 ς 12, 2009.  This program examines clinical ligand 
ŀǎǎŀȅ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ƎŜ ƻŦ άhƳƛŎǎέ ōȅΥ (1) highlighting two new kids on the block, 
Nutrigenomics and Immunomics; (2) revisiting the clinical utility of Pharmacogenomics 
outside of warfarin anticoagulation; and (3) examining the latest applications in Proteomics. 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 5ƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ {ŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘ !ǿŀǊŘ ²ƛƴƴŜǊ ƛǎ 5ǊΦ William C. Hahn of Harvard Medical 
School and the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute.  Dr. Hahn has made significant contributions to 
the field of clinical ligand assay technology and diagnostic medicine.  On Thursday 
September 10th at 2:00 PM, Dr. Hahn will present his award winning work on the creation of 
an integrated cancer genomics platform that combines whole genome methods in patient 
derived tumors with functional genomic validation studies in experimental models.   
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΩǎ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ Ǉƻǎsible by the enormous efforts of Dr. 
James Faix, Dr. Gyorgy Abel, Dr. James C. Ritchie, Ms. Penelope Jones, Dr. Alan Wu and Dr. 
Edgard Delvin of the American Association for Clinical Chemistry.  CLAS appreciates the 
opportunity to partner with the Clinical Diagnostic and Immunology Division, the Nutrition 
5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǘŜƻƳƛŎǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !!//Σ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ !!//Ωǎ commitment 
to helping other societies in our community.  
 
Finally, Deanna and I want to express our heartfelt appreciation to those members of the 
Meeting Committee, the Marketing Committee and the Executive Board who have gone 
beyond the call of duty to ensure the success of this meeting.  They have provided many 
hours of hard work and tireless support.  They truly represent the reason why we became 
CLAS members ς for the opportunity to collaborate with learned, self-made individuals, 
dedicated to laboratory medicine and to mentoring new leaders.  Thank you. 
 
5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ former and current colleagues, and to make new 
friends.  See you in Boston!!  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
  

Marjorie Bon Homme, PhD                                            Deanna Franke, MT (ASCP), PhD, DABCC 
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The CLAS Meeting ς AtςaςGlance

esigned for clinical laboratory scientists and in vitro 
diagnostic industry professionals, The CLAS Meeting is 
the premier event in the science and use of ligand 

assay technology and is where the cutting-edge in the study 
and practice of clinical laboratory science is defined. 
 
This year the Clinical Laboratory and Analytical Sciences 
(CLAS) Society has teamed up with the Clinical Diagnostic and 
Immunology Division, the Nutrition Division, and the 
Proteomics Division of the American Association for Clinical 
Chemistry to bring you ¢ƘŜ άhaL/{έ Transition ς From Bench 
to Bedside.  CLAS continues its tradition of providing a forum 
for the exchange of groundbreaking innovation in clinical 
ligand assay technology through a variety of formats, 
including The Distinguished Scientists Award Lecture Series, 
strong scientific sessions, Biotech Day, CLASsy Connections, 
workshops, Breakfast with the Experts roundtables, and 
poster presentations. 
 
The 35

th
 CLAS Annual Meeting will take place at the Sheraton 

Boston Hotel in Boston, Massachusetts. 

 
 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 

 
 
7:50 AM ς 5:00 PM 

 
BIOTECH DAY 
Chair: Herbert A. Fritsche, PhD, MD Anderson Cancer 
Center, Houston, Texas  
 

 
7:50 AM ς 8:00 AM 

 
Opening Remarks 

 
8:00 AM ς 8:30 AM 

 
PCA3 AND GENE FUSIONS AS MOLECULAR MARKERS 
FOR PROSTATE CANCER MANAGEMENT  
Harry Rittenhouse, PhD, Gen-Probe 

 
8:30 AM ς 9:00 AM 

 
SOLUBLE TRANSFERRIN RECEPTOR: AN UNCOMMON 
ANSWER TO A COMMON DISEASE  
Susan Retka, MLT, Beckman Coulter, Inc. 

 
9:00 AM ς 9:30 AM 

 
MULTIPLEXED GENOTYPING OF PHARMACOGENETICS 
BIOMARKERS WITH VERACODE® TECHNOLOGY  
Naomi O'Grady, Illumina  
 

 
9:30 AM ς 10:00 AM 

 
Morning Break 
 

 
10:00 AM ς 10:30 AM 

 
9·t9wL9b/9 ²L¢I ¢I9 ά!±!b¢w!έ MULTIPLEX PROTEIN 
BIOMARKER ANALYZER FROM DECISION BIOMARKERS, 
INC. 
Herbert A. Fritsche, PhD, MD Anderson Cancer Center, 
Houston, Texas 

 
10:30 AM ς 11:00 AM 

 
OPTIMIZED FFPE SAMPLE PREP FOR CLINICAL GENE 
EXPRESSION ASSAYS ON THE ZIPLEX SYSTEM 
David Englert, PhD, XCEED Molecular 
 

11:00 AM ς 11:30 AM 
 

DETECTING AND ISOLATING LOW ABUNDANCE 
PROTEINS AND CIRCULATING CELLS 
Jonathan McDermed, PharmD, Iris International 
 

11:30 AM ς 12:00 PM TITLE & SPEAKER: TBA, Health Discovery 
 

 
12:00 PM ς 1:30 PM 

 
CLASsy Connections Lunch 
 

 
1:30 PM ς 2:00 PM 

 
tFFDP MARKER IN LUNG CANCER EARLY DETECTION 
AND MONITORING 
Sergey Sikora, PhD, GenWay Biotech Inc. 

 
2:00 PM ς 2:30 PM 

 
TITLE & SPEAKER: TBA, EuroDiagnostics 

 
2:30 PM ς 3:00 PM 

 
HE4 - NOVEL MARKER FOR OVARIAN CANCER 
Grady Barnes, PhD, Fujirebio Diagnostics, Inc. 
 

 
3:00 PM ς 3:30 PM 

 
CLASsy Connections Afternoon Break 
 

 
3:30 PM ς 4:00 PM 

 
TITLE & SPEAKER: TBA, Siemens Healthcare Diagnostics 
 

 
 

 
5:15 PM ς 7:10 PM 

 
SCIENTIFIC SESSION I ς ONCOLOGICAL PROBLEMS IN 
THE CZECH REPUBLIC 
Chair: Ondrej Topolcan, MD, PhD, Medical Faculty 
Hospital, Plzen, Czech Republic  
 

 
5:15 PM ς 5:25 PM 

 
Opening Remarks 

 
5:25 PM ς 6:00 PM 

 
THE DIAGNOSTIC USE OF TUMOR MARKERS IN NON-
SMALL CELL LUNG CANCER 
Ondrej Topolcan, MD, PhD, Medical Faculty Hospital, 
Plzen, Czech Republic 

 
6:00 PM ς 6:35 PM 

 
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF PERIOPERATIVE TUMOR MARKER 
SERUM LEVELS FOR THE PROGNOSIS OF PATIENTS WITH 
LIVER METASTASES 
Vladislav Treska, MD, PhD, Medical Faculty Hospital, 
Plzen, Czech Republic 

 
6:35 PM ς 7:10 PM 

 
VITAMIN D DEFICIENCY: ITS ROLE IN ATHEROSCLEROTIC 
DISEASES AND NON-SMALL CELL LUNG CANCER 
Lubos Holubec, MD, PhD, University Hospital, Plzen, 
Czech Republic 
 

 

 
 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 

 
 
8:20 AM ς 12:00 PM 

 
SCIENTIFIC SESSION II ς NUTRIGENOMICS 
Co-Sponsored by the Nutrigenomics Division of the 
American Association for Clinical Chemistry 
Chair: Jack Vanden Heuvel, PhD, Penn State University, 
University Park, Pennsylvania 
 

 
8:20 AM ς 8:30 AM 

 
Opening Remarks 

 
8:30 AM ς 9:20 AM 

 
GENETIC DETERMINANTS OF FOOD PREFERENCES 
Ahmed El-Sohemy, PhD, University of Toronto, Toronto, 
Canada 
 

 
9:20 AM - 10:20 AM 

 
CLASsy Connections Morning Break 
 

 
10:20 AM ς 11:10 AM 

 
NUCLEAR RECEPTORS AS INTEGRATORS OF 
NUTRITIONAL SIGNALS  
Chair: Jack Vanden Heuvel, PhD, Penn State University, 
University Park, Pennsylvania 
 

 

D 

 
7:30 PM ς 10:00 PM 

 
OPENING MIXER 
 




